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Two  Panels  painted  by  MISS  LILIAN  HALL  representing 

"  Poetry  '  and  "  Drama." 


Comttg  Sorouglj  of  Mtst  Uromhuclj. 


NOV  15  1933 

liTil VFRSiTY  OF  ILLINOIS 

4 1st  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Free  Library  Committee. 


PRESENTED   TO   THE    TOWN  COUNCIL, 
November,  1015. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  out  of  such  part  of  my  personal  estate  as 
may  by  Law  be  bequeathed  for  such  purposes,  to  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  West  Bromwich, 
in  the -County  of  Staffordshire,  the  sum  of 

free  from  Legacy  Duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Public  Libraries  of  the  said  Borough,  to  be  expended  in 
such  way  as  the  Committee  for  the  time  being  may  deem 
expedient;  and  I  direct  that  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being  of  the  said  Borough  shall  be  an  effectual 
discharge  for  the  same  Legacy. 


Akea,  5,800  Acres. 
Population  in  1911,  68,345. 

Houses,  15,179. 

R,\teaim,e  Value,  £234,906  10s.  (Id 


Chronological  History. 


1870    Public  Libraries  Act  unanimously  adopted,  30th  November. 

1873  1*.  1).  Ben  net  i  appointed  first  Chairman,  7th  January. 

1874  D.  Dickinson  appointed  Librarian,  13th  February, 
l  sr  I    Central  Newsroom  opened,  31st  August. 

1875  Lending  Library  opened  15th  February. 
L876    Reference  Library  opened,  15th  March. 

1876  Henry  Williams,  Fsq.,  appointed  Chairman,  21st  June. 
1882    Mr.  C.  H.  Bayley,  Hon.  Secretary,  died  in  November. 

1882  Librarian  appointed  Secretary. 

1883  Branch  Reading  Room  opened,  Spon  Lane,  1st  January. 
1883       „  „  „       Hill  Top,  15th  January. 

1883  „.  i}       Greets  Green,  17th  January. 

1884  Subscription  Library  formed  and  opened,  1st  January. 

1891  Mr.  J.  Manley  appointed  Chairman,  18th  November. 

1892  Branch  Reading  Room  at  Great  Bridge  transferred  to  Farley 

Park,  Greets  Green,  1st  August. 
1895    Permission  granted  to  the  Science  and  Art  Masters  to  borrow 

books  from  the  Reference  Library  for  the  use  of  Students  at 

the  Institute,  18th  December;  cancelled,  July,  1902. 
1898    Branch  Reading  Room  at  Hill  Top  transferred  to  the  Park  at  Hill 

Top  in  July. 

1900    Death  of  Mr.  D.  Dickinson,  8th  March.    (First  Librarian.) 
1900    Mr.  Guildford  O.  Hodges  appointed  Librarian,  6th  April. 
1902    Councillor  H.  L.  Browne  appointed  Chairman,  12th  February. 

1902  Fifth  Edition  of  Lending  Library  Catalogue  Published,  April. 

1903  Spon  Lane  Reading  Room  transferred  to  Kenrick  Park  in  Sept. 
1905    Dr.  Andrew  Carnegie  offers  £7,500  for  a  new  Library,  24th  June. 

1905  Dr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  offer  accepted  by  Town  Council,  5th  July. 

1906  Foundation  Stone  of  New  Free  Library  laid,  April  27th,  by  Coun- 

cillor H.  Langley  Browne,  M.D. 

1907  Branch  Reading  Room  opened,  Churchfield,  4th  March. 

190/    New  Central  Library  opened,  10th  June,  by  His  Worship  the 

_     Mayor,  Councillor  J.  E.  Wilson,  J.P, 
Sno    £eference  LibraiT  "  Sheaf  "  Catalogue  Published.  June. 
inJS    Memorial  Tablet  to  D.  C.  Murray,  erected  December. 
1909    Sixth  Edition  of  Lending  Library   Catalogue,  Published;  also 
J uvenile  Catalogue. 

1909  First  Mural  Decoration  fixed  September,  the  gift  of  John  Spencer, 

Esq.,  J.P. 

1910  First  Course  of  University  Extension  Lectures  given. 
1910    Students'  Tickets  introduced.  September 

Inli    Swo  further  Mural  Panels,  painted  by  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

1912  Fourth   Mural  Panel,    presented   by   Members  of  Subscription 

Library. 

1913  Fifth  and  Sixth  Mural  Panels,  representing  "  Manuscripts  "  and 

Caxton's  Printing  Press." 

1914  Author  and  Title  Index,  of  books  in  Lending  Library,  placed  in 
-i^a    m     Corridor  and  opened  for  public  use,  May,  1914. 

1914    Two    further   Mural   Panels,    "  Art "  and  "  Music,"  painted  by 
Miss  Hall. 

Card  Charging  in  Lending  Library,  July. 
Poetry  "  and  "  Drama  "  Mural  Panels  fixed,  painted  by  Miss  Hall. 
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1914-15. 
Committee. 

COUNCILLOR  H.  L.  BROWNE,  M.D.,  LL.D.  (Chairman). 
REV.  J.  W.  JONES,  M.A.  (Deputy-Chairman). 
ALDERMAN  J.  H.  BLADES,  J.P. 
ALDERMAN  A.  G.  TITRLEY  (Mayor). 
COUNCILLOR  J.  ANDERSON. 
COUNCILLOR  J.  A.  KENRICK. 
COUNCILLOR  J.  WHEATLEY. 
MR.  J.  G.  GIFFORD  I    MR.  G.  WALTON  WALKER 

REV.  F.  A.  HOMER  MR.  T.  WHITEHURST 

MR.  J.  A.  PEARCE  MR.  W.  S.  WATTS 

MR.  H.  TOMBLIN  ' 

Book-Buying  and  Emergency  Committee. 

COUNCILLOR  H.  L.  BROWNE,  M.D.,  LL.D. 
COUNCILLOR  J.  A.  KENRICK. 
COUNCILLOR  J.  ANDERSON. 
ALDERMAN  A.  G.  TURLEY  (Mayor). 
REV.  J.  W.  JONES,  M.A. 

Librarian  and  Secretary. 
GUILDFORD  O.  HODGES,  F.L.A. 

Assistants. 

MISS  M.  A.  REEVES. 
MISS  R.  HARTLAND.  MISS  N.  BAYLISS. 

MISS  M.  HARRIS. 

 :o  :  

Caretaker  : —WILLIAM  DAVIS. 

Branches. 

Caretaker,  No.  1— KENRICK  PARK:  J.  C.  COOPER. 

No.  2— HILL  TOP  :  J.  WHITEHOUSE. 

No.  3— GREETS  GREEN  :  H.  JONES. 

No.  4^-CHURCHFIELD  ;  MRS.  WOODHALL. 


FORTY-FIRST    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF  THE 
COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

West  Bromwich  Public  Library. 


TO  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  AND  CORPORATION  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWIGH. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  their  Forty-first  Annual  Report,  your 
Committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Library  (in  spite 
of  the  National  Crisis,  which  has  materially  affected  its  work)  has 
been  appreciated,  the  popularity  and  great  usefulness  of  the 
institution  has  been  maintained,  and  great  interest  has  been 
manifested  in  the  War  Books,  of  which  a  display  is  constantly 
made  in  glass  cases  on  the  counter,  together  with  books  descriptive 
of  the  countries  and  the  peoples  engaged  in  this  great  European 
War. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  in  being  able  to  administer  a 
Public  Library  at  a  time  when  the  importance  of  the  institution 
is  being  realised,  perhaps  more  than  ever  before;  it  places,  regard- 
less of  class,  books  on  current  and  other  topics  before  all,  it  makes 
accessible  to  the  poorest  boy  or  girl  information  valuable  indeed. 

It  gives  nothing  to  the  idle  or  the  indolent;  it  only  yields  a 
return  to  those  prepared  to  give  patience  and  hard  work  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  studies. 

The  chief  aim  of  your  Library  has  been,  not  a  big  turnover 
every  year,  but  a  big  profit  to  those  who  use  it;  a  perusal  of  the 
statistical  tables  will,  therefore,  be  interesting. 

Criticism  of  the  Stock  provided  or  of  the  results  obtained  is 
mostly  based  on  the  likes  and  dislikes  of  the  critic,  but  your 
Committee  has  to  take  a  wider  view,  and  see  that  every  degree  of 
requirement,  between  that  of  the  infantile  mind  and  that  of  the 
well-read  student  is  met,  in  so  far,  of  course,  as  funds  will  allow, 
for  as  the  rate  or  income  is  limited  by  law,  so  the  work  it  can  do 
is  limited  also. 
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LENDING  DEPARTMENT. 

STOCK. — During  the  year  there  has  been  added  to  this 
department,  by  purchase,  135  volumes;  by  presentation,  2;  by 
transfer  from  Subscription  Library,  159;  total,  296. 

STOCK-TAKING.— The  Libraries  were  closed  for  stock- 
taking on  July  1st,  and  re-opened  on  July  19th. 

During  the  year,  out  of  an  issue  of  75,854  volumes,  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  no  loss. 

ISSUES. — For  home  reading  and  study,  75,683  borrowers 
have  borrowed  75,854  volumes,  the  daily  average  for  the  year 
being  320.  This  not  only  constitutes  a  record  for  borrowers,  but, 
as  the  books  habitually  read  are  an  index  of  the  character  and 
purpose  of  the  readers,  it  is  interesting  to  note  in  Table  V.  (page 
17),  that  the  increases  in  volumes  read,  as  compared  with  previous 
years,  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  class,  but  to  nearly  all 
phases  or  classes  of  Literature,  and  this  during  a  period  of  world 
crisis  is  particularly  interesting. 

BORROWERS'  CARDS.— 1,333  new  cards  were  issued 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1,270  in  1914;  as  the  cards 
remain  in  force  for  two  years,  the  actual  number  of  borrowers  on 
September  30th,  1915,  was  2,603. 

CONDITION  OF  BOOKS. — In  order  to  maintain  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  books,  the  work  of  examining  the 
stock  is  constantly  in  progress. 

During  the  year  54  worn-out  and  obsolete  books  have  been 
withdrawn,  268  have  been  replaced  by  new  copies,  446  have  been 
re-bound,  1,540  have  been  repaired  on  the  premises  by  the  Library 
Staff,  and  about  300  volumes  have  been  sent  to  Egypt  for  use  of 
His  Majesty's  troops  stationed  there. 

Some  books  remain  on  the  shelves  which  appear  to  many  to 
be  so  much  dead  wood,  serving  only  to  fill  valuable  space  and 
accumulate  dust;  they  are  merely  waiting  for  the  individuals  that 
require  them,  in  order  to  demonstrate  a  full  measure  of  life  and 
fruitfulness  again. 

This  department  now  consists  of  12,671  volumes. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  Reference  Library  the  Stock  prepared  and  available  for 
public  use  now  numbers  4,363  volumes. 
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STOCK. — During  the  year  25  volumes  were  added  to  this 
department;  by  purchase,  12;  by  gift,  13. 

CONSULTATIONS.— In  spite  of  the  hundreds  of  references 
made  to  directories,  year  books,  calendars,  bound  magazines,  etc., 
in  the  Open  Public  Shelves,  of  which  no  record  is  kept,  3,756 
volumes  were  consulted  by  2,179  readers;  this  is  a  slight  decrease 
on  last  year's  figures;  it  is  surprising  that  the  decrease  is  not 
greater,  owing  to  the  enlistment  of  many  readers  in  His  Majesty's 
Forces. 

READING  ROOMS. 

The  Central  and  Branch  Reading  Rooms  continue  to  be  well 
used,  but  it  is  here  the  effect  of  the  war  has  been  most  noticeable; 
the  crowded  room  is  a  thing  now  unseen,  and  at  times,  particularly 
at  the  Branches  in  the  day-  time,  and  after  9  p.m.,  the  rooms  have 
been  found  empty.  It  has  been  decided,  in  future,  to  close  the 
Branch  Reading  Rooms  at  9  p.m. 

MISCELLANEA. 

MURAL  PAINTINGS. — Miss  Lilian  M.  B.  Hall  (formerly 
student  at  the  West  Bromwich  School  of  Art)  painted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Library  two  further  Mural  Decorations,  representing 
"  Poetry"  and  "Drama."  This  completes  the  scheme  in  the 
Central  Hall,  eleven  paintings  now  being  fixed.  Of  this  number 
Miss  Hall  has  contributed  five.  This  part  of  the  building  is  quite 
a  feature  of  attraction. 

WAR  MAPS. — The  different  maps  of  the  war  zone  displayed 
on  a  notice  board  in  the  Central  Hall,  were  eagerly  used  each  day, 
and  much  interest  manifested. 

CONCLUSION. — In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  the 
Committee  feel  that  the  Institution  has  again  maintained  its  use- 
fulness to  residents. 

The  members  of  the  Library  Staff  have  carried  out  their  duties 
efficiently,  and  rendered  much  assistance  to  readers. 

Mr.  William  Davis  (Porter)  was  called  away  as  a  Naval  Reserve 
Man  immediately  war  was  declared;  he  is  serving  at  a  wireless 
telegraphy  station  at  Portishead. 

ATTENDANCES. 

There  have  been  eleven  meetings  of  the  Committee  and  two 
Special  Sub-Committee  meetings,  the  attendance  of  the  members 
being  as  follows  :  — 
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The  Mayor  (Alderman  A.  G.  Turley) 
Alderman  J.  H.  Blades... 
Councillor  H.  Langley  Browne  (Chairman) 
Councillor  J.  Anderson  ... 
Councillor  J.  A.  Kenrick 
Councillor  J.  Wheatley  .  . 
Mr.  J.  G.  Gifford 
Rev.  F.  A.  Homer 

Rev.  J.  W.  Jones  (Deputy-Chairman) 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce 
Mr.  H.  Tomblin 
Mr.  G.  Walton  Walker  ... 
Mr.  T.  Whitehurst 
Mr.  W.  S.  Watts 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Free  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 

GUILDFORD  O.  HODGES,  Librarian 


Summoned. 

Attended. 

..  13 

11 

..  11 

8 

..  13 

10 

..  11 

8 

..  11 

..  11 

6 

.  13 

7 

.  11 

5 

.  13 

10 

.  11 

9 

.  13 

11 

.  11 

5 

•  11 

10 

•  13 

13 
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LIST     OF     NEWSPAPERS,    MAGAZINES    AND  PERIODICALS 
SUPPLIED    TO    THE     READING  ROOMS. 

(Those  marked  a  are  presented.) 


NAME 


DAILY. 

Birmingham  — Evening  Despatoh 
, ,  Gazette 
Mail  ... 
Post  ... 

Daily  Sketch 
Liverpool  Mercury 
London — Chronicle 

Daily  Mail  ... 
Daily  News  ... 
„  Standard 
Telegraph 
,,  Times 
Yorkshire  Post 

Wolverhampton — Evening  Ex- 
press and  Star 

WEEKLY. 

i  Alliance  News 
American  Machinist  ... 
Architect 
Athenaeum 

Birmingham  Weekly  Mercury 
'Board  of  Trade  Journal 
Bookseller 
:Bournemouth  Visitors'  Directory 
Boys  Own  Paper 
British  Australasian  ... 
Builder 

Building  News 
World 

Canada 
Canadian 
Canadian  Gazette 
Canadian  Mail 
Canadian  News 
Civil  Service  Aspirant 
Clarion 

Clark's  Educator 
Clerk 

Colliery  Guardian 
Common  Cause 
Contract  Journal 
Contractors'  Record    . . . 
Dublin  Freeman 
Dudley  Herald 
Electrical  Review 
Engineer 
Engineering  .. 
English  Churchman    .  .. 
Mechanic 

Era  ... 


fifl  * 

a 


i 
i 

2 

1  1 


NAM  E 


(Evesham  Journal 
Exchange  and  Mart  ... 
Fishing  Gazette 
Garden 
Gardening 
Gas  World  ... 
Gentlewoman 
Good  Words  ... 
Graphic 

Illustrated  London  News 
India 

Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Review 
Kidderminster  Shuttle 
Labour  Leader 
Ladies'  Field 
Lady 

Lady's  Pictorial 
Land  and  Water 
Local  Government  Chronicle 
Local  Government  Journal 
Machinery  Market 
Midland  Advertiser  ... 
Midland  Counties  Herald 
Mining  Journal 
Motor  Traction 
Nature 

Patents  (Illustrated  Official  JnL 
Phonetic  J ournal 
Photographic  News 
Photography  and  Focus 
Present  Truth 
Punch 
Queen 

School  Government  Chronicle 
Scotsman 
Smallholder  ... 
aSmethwick  Telephone ... 
Spectator 
Sphere 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News 
Staffordshire  Advertiser 
Truth  ...  ...  ; 

Walsall  Advertiser 
a  Warwickshire  Advertiser 
Wednesbury  Herald  ... 
Wellington  Journal    ...  [[ 
West  Bromwich  Chronicle  .] 
,  , ,        Free  Press 

Weekly  News.. 
Wolverhampton  Chronicle 
1  a  Worcester  Herald 
Work 
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List  of  Newspapers,  etc.,  supplied  to  Reading  Rooms — (continued) 


NAM  E. 


MONTHLY. 

a  Abolitionist  ... 
a  Acetylene  Journal 
a  Agricultural  Economist 
a  ,,        Record  ... 

a  Animals  Friend 

Animals  Guardian 
a  Arbitrator 

Band  of  Hope 
a  Bible  Student 

rtB'ham  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Journal  ... 
^Bluejacket  and  Soldier 

Boys  Own  Paper 
a  Britain's  Opium  Harvest 

British  Workman 

Captain 

Cassell's  Magazine  of  Fiction  . 

Chambers'  Journal 
aChurch  Gazette 
rtClerk  of  Works  Journal 
^Conservative  and  Unionist 

Contemporary  Review 
^Deceased  Seamen 
^Educational  Review  ... 
^Educational  Times 

English  Illustrated 

English  Review 

English  Woman 
aEpoch 

aFerro  Concrete 
^Foresters'  Review 

Fortnightly  Review  ... 
aGood  Health  .. 

Girls'  Own  Paper 
rtG.  W.R.  Magazine 

Harper's  Magazine 
a  Herald  of  the  Cross  ... 
^Herald  of  the  Golden  Age 
^Herald  of  the  Star 
a  Herald  of  Health 
flHorae 

rtl.C.S.  Student  ...  \ 

^Insurance  Agents'  Review 
a Labour  Gazette 

Lady's  World 
a  Land  Nationaliser 
a  Liberator 

Macfadden's  Magazine 
^Mothers'  Union  Journal 
a  Musical  Herald 

National  Review 
rzNew  Church  Magazine 

Nineteenth  Century  ... 
^Nursing  Notes 
flOne  and  All  ... 
aOur  Animal  Brothers  ... 


1  1 

I 
1 


NAM  E. 


flOur  Flag 

^  Patent  Office  Journal  ... 
a  Patents 

aPositivist  Review 

Power  User  ... 
^Protestant  Observer   . . . 

Quiver 
a  Railway  Clerk 
Railway  Time  Tables  — 
Bradshaw's  Guide  ... 
^Caledonian 
^Cambrian... 

^Glasgow  and  South -Western 

aGreat  Eastern 

aGreat  Northern 

aGreat  Western 

a  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  .. 

^London  and  North- Western.. 

^Midland  ... 

a  North  British 

a  North  Eastern 
White  and  Pike 
^Representation 
Review  of  Reviews  ... 
Scribner 
St.  Nicholas  . 
Strand  Magazine 
Studio 

Sunday  at  Home 
tfTheosophist  ... 
^Travellers  Gazette 
a  Vaccination  Inquirer  .., 
a  Vegetarian  Messenger 
a  Vulcan 

a  War  and  Peace 
a  White  Ribbon 

Windsor  Magazine 

Woman  at  Home 

Young  Man  ... 
^Zoophilist 

QUARTERLY. 

aBird  Notes  and  News... 
^Educationist 

Hi bbert  Journal 
a  Men's  Magazine 
^Needlework  ... 

A3  PUBLISHED. 

aAnti-Slavery  Report  ... 
aCivil  Service  Candidate 
^Emigration  Circulars  ... 
^Individualist 

National  Home  Reading  Union 
Journals 
^Queensland  Mining  Journal 

University  Correspondent 
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TABLE  I. 

Showing  Stock  in  Libraries  and  Branch  Reading  Rooms. 


LENDING  LIBRARY. 

In  Stock  previously 
Withdrawn 

Worn  out  and  out  of  print... 
Volumes   lost   by   replacement    of   Works  in 
several  volumes,  by  editions  in  one  volume 
Total  loss  ascertained  out  of  issue  of  75,854  vols. 


3 
54 

0 
0 


Added  during  the  year  :  — 

By  Gift        ...           ...           ...           ...  2 

„  Purchase              ...           ...           ...  135 

Transfer  from  Subscription  Library  ...  159 


In  Stock  previously 
Withdrawn 


Total  Stock  in  Lending  Library 
REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


Added  during  the  year:  — 

By  Gift    13 

,,  Purchase              ...           ...           ...  12 

,,  Transfer  from  Subscription  Library  ...  0 


Kenrick  Park 
Hill  Top 
Greets  Green 
Churchfield  .. 


Total  Stock  in  Reference  Library 
BRANCH  READING  ROOMS. 


Lending  Library 
Reference  Library 
Branch  Reading  Rooms 
Central  Reading  Room 


TOTAL  STOCK 


12432 


57 


12375 


296 


4340 
2 

4338 


25 


362 
387 
236 
78 


12671 
4363 
1063 
487 


12671 


4363 


1063 


487 


18584 
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TABLE  II. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Volumes  in  each  Class  in  Reference 
and  Lending  Departments. 


LENDING  LIBRARY. 


A. 

T hpnlncrv  onH   P hi  inQnnh \r 

x  ncuiug  j    ctiivi  J-  liiiuoU^Jii^y         ...  ... 

DZi  1 

B. 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

2927 

C. 

Law,  Politics,  and  Commerce... 

296 

D. 

Science,  Art,  and  Natural  History 

1208 

E. 

Poetry  and  Drama  ... 

478 

F. 

Magazines  and  Reviews 

G. 

Fiction 

5302 

H. 

Miscellaneous  Literature 

694 

J. 

Juvenile  Literature 

847 

K. 

Music 

298 

REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 

A. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

480 

B. 

History,  Biography,  and  Travels 

1102 

C. 

Law,  Politics,  and  Commerce 

84 

D. 

Science,  Art,  and  Natural  History 

807 

E. 

Miscellaneous      Literature,  Encyclo- 

paedias, etc. 

1742 

F. 

Poetry  and  Drama  ... 

148 

12671 


4363 


17034 
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OCCUPATIONS    OF  BORROWE 
DEPARTMENT  DU 


RS  ADMITTED  TO  LENDING 
RING  THE  YEAR. 


A  r»f  fAaaAa 

i.ilUCcoCo                 ...  ... 

2 

lYTi  1 1 1  n  ore 

-J-L  1  J  1  1  1 1 1  I  b                     ...  ... 

10 

Acta  nft;      C^ollprtors  and 

IVTi  n  pt"g 

A 

u 

LI<i^'_IJvI-             ...  ... 

15 

IVl  i  in  g'Kp  v  e 

7 

xi  11  o  x  y  o  i/o                 ...  ... 

2 

lcnollanomic 
■i-VJ-lol^OllctlitJU  Uo    ...  ... 

o 
o 

-A.JL  k/Ul  vll  tlvvu             ...  ... 

7 

A/Trm  1  rl  ore 

lliUUlUClB                   ...  ... 

1 1 
1 1 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

6 

XU-UOlvldilO                      ...  ... 

o 

A 

Artists 

2 

N  n  nfpiiiiflf.innc 

-1.  ^  VJ    UUt  LllJctL/lWIlo  ... 

7fi 

Assistants        ...  .... 

31 

Not  stated 

126 

Rnlrpvo.    anr]    Pnnfppi  lnnprs 

7 

xn  urbcs              ...  ... 

1  Q 

Rnnlrniiirlprc; 

XJKJKJri.  UlIlLlCio        ...  ... 

a 

o 

wince  JDoys       ...  ... 

1 1 

Bootmakers 

3 

Pq  plrPTv; 

X  CXOXVCl  o                          ...  ... 

a 
o 

Builders 

6 

am  'hp  r*  <3 

Butchers 

4 

r  A  ■f.f'.PT'n  m  ti  lrors 
x  duuci  lllilctJ\.CI  o  ... 

1  0 

Caretakers 

6 

r  hnfnofrfl'nnDrG 

x  nui/Ug  1  ct  ijiici  b                      .  . 

10 

Carpenters  and  Joiners... 

10 

"Pnli^hprs 

-L  WlJLuliCl  o                      ...  ... 

0 

Cashiers 

18 

x  kjbij  \j nice  xjixi [Jiu y ceo  

Cfl  stPV«, 

v^aouvi  o                       ...  ... 

o 

ividlch                 ...  ... 

1  9 

Chemists 

11 

np  TV)  a  1  pc 

x'  eixicnt/b          ...  ... 

i 

i 

Clfirks  and  Book-kpp'npr«.  

Pn  n  fors 

X  I  llluCI  O'                   ...  ... 

1  fi 
1  0 

Males 

132 

Railwaymen 

9 

Females 

45 

kjuuuiai  o       XJL/yb                      .  .  . 

DopfoT'c; 

14- 

x*± 

j  j              VJlI lb  ... 

70 

Drapers 

9 

School  Teachers — Males 

45 

Draughtsmen 

35 

*        Hpm  ti  1  pg 

28 

Dressmakers 

10 

IvT  o  c^- p rc 
5  5       -LVXctoLoi  !■>  ... 

90 

Electricians 

24 

TVTi  ^tirpssps 

15 

Engineers  and  Fitters 

38 

Sprvn  nf.s  "Dnmpsf  ip 

7 

Glassworkers 

4 

Shopkeepers 

6 

frrnppro, 

V-A  1.  1/vOl  O                                ...  ... 

SJmif  lie 

kjllll  Olio                     ...  ... 

2 

f-T  a  i  rd  rpeaprs. 

-l.-I-GL.il.  VA.  L  COOCl  o          ...  ... 

q 

SI  nl  i  m  i" nrc 

kjUlld  l/Ul  fc>               ...  ... 

Q 

o 

Housekeepers 

5 

S  tin  /r  p  yi  ■fja 

kJUUUCIIto                   ...  ... 

Inspectors 

21 

Tailors 

6 

Ironworkers 

8 

Turners 

16 

Labourers 

1 

Typists 

32 

Machinists 

5 

Warehousemen 

3 

Managers 

13 

Wives  and  Daughters 

48 

Manufacturers 

3 

Mechanics 

9 

Total  ... 

1333 

Merchants 

0 

AGES   OF    NEW  BORROWERS. 


Under  14 
14  to  19 
20  to  25 
25  to  30 
30  to  35 


292 
262 
179 
130 
84 


35  to  40 
40  to  45 
45  to  50 
50  to  55 
55  to  60 


70 
44 
29 
19 
15 


60  and  over   ...  25 
Not  stated  :  Males  79 
,,    Females  105 


Total  1333 


15 

REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


TABLE  IV. 


Classified  Returns  of  Volumes  Consulted  in  the  Reference 

Library. 


During  the  twelve  months  ended  80th  Sep! ember,  1915. 


DATE. 

Days  open. 

Theology  and 
Philosophy. 

History,  Biogra- 
phy and  Travels. 

Law,  Politics 
and  Commerce. 

Science,  Art  and 
Natural  History. 

Encyclopaedias, 
Dictionaries  and 
Miscel.  Literat're 

Poetry  and 
Drama. 

Number  of  Con- 
sultations. 

Number  of 
Readers. 

October    1914  ... 

22 

15 

133 

7 

124 

90 

9 

1 

,  378 

252 

November  , , 

21 

12 

118 

1 

140 

61 

33 

365 

268 

December  ... 

20 

4 

68 

11 

100 

54 

31 

268 

154 

January   1915  ... 

22 

8 

93 

24 

162 

82 

20 

389 

248 

February    , , 

20 

8 

81 

13 

114 

74 

12 

302 

160 

March        ,,  ... 

23 

10 

114 

8 

229 

63 

26 

450 

198 

April  ... 

19 

11 

74 

30 

152 

44 

21 

332 

181 

May           ,,  ... 

21 

7 

55 

4 

113 

101 

12 

292 

169 

J  une          , , 

17 

5 

74 

9 

60 

80 

8 

236 

133 

July           „  ... 

10 

2 

60 

3 

73 

8 

3 

149 

84 

August       , ,  ... 

21 

6 

88 

6 

134 

60 

8 

302 

175 

September 

21 

18 

40 

11 

96 

104 

24 

293 

157 

Totals 

237 

106 

998 

127 

1497 

821 

207 

3756 

2179 

16 


OCCUPATIONS   OF    READERS    IN   THE   REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


Accountants    ...  ... 

20 

Merchants 

6 

Actors  ... 

3 

Miners 

3 

Advertisers 

6 

Miscellaneous  ... 

28 

Agents,    Collectors,  and 

Moulders 

9 

Travellers 

20 

Musicians 

6 

Architects  and  Surveyors 

22 

No  occupations — Males  . . . 

56 

Artists 

24 

,,           ,,  Females 

73 

Artists'  Models 

0 

Not  stated 

179 

Assistants 

47 

Nurses 

22 

Authors 

0 

Office  Boys 

20 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

16 

Painters 

12 

Brassfounders  ... 

3 

Patentees 

5 

Builders 

12 

Patternm  akers 

12 

Butchers 

6 

Photographers 

13 

Carpenters  and  Joiners... 

11 

Plumbers 

15 

Cashiers 

35 

Post  Office  Employees  .. 

15 

Chemists 

29 

Printers 

12 

Clerks  and  Book-keepers 

206 

Pupil  Teachers 

72 

Clergymen  and  Ministers 

51 

Pailwaymen 

8 

Doctors,  Surgeons,  etc.  ... 

17 

Scholars 

320 

Draughtsmen  ... 

83 

School  Masters 

34 

Editors 

4 

, ,  Mistresses 

22 

Electricians 

53 

Teachers 

93 

Engineers  and  Fitters  . . . 

78 

Science  Teachers 

7 

Glassworkers 

8 

Secretaries 

17 

Inspectors 

51 

Shopkeepers 

jr  it 

7 

Insurance 

19 

Solicitors 

13 

Ironworkers 

19 

Students 

107 

Jewellers 

12 

Tailors 

7 

Journalists 

47 

Turners 

16 

Labourers 

3 

Typists 

12 

Machinists 

8 

Whitesmiths  ... 

7 

Managers 

13 

Masons 

5 

Total    . . 

2179 

Mechanics 

17 

NOTE. — 3,756  volumes  have  been  consulted  by  2,179  readers 
who  have  made  a  formal  application  in  writing,  but  in  addition  to 
this,  hundreds  of  References  are  made  to  Directories,  Gazetteers, 
Newspapers,  etc.,  of  which  no  record  is  kept. 


NEWSPAPERS    FILED    IN    THE  REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 

West  Bromwich  Free  Press.  West  Bromwich  Chronicle. 

West  Bromwich  Weekly  News.  Midland  Advertiser. 

Copies  of  the  London  "  Times  "  and  "  Birmingham  Daily  Post  " 
are  kept  for  three  months  only. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Showing  the  Number  and  Classification  of  Volumes  Consulted 
in  the  Reference  Department  since  Opening. 


2nd 

1875-6 

3rd 

1876-7 

4th 

1877-8 

5th 

1878-9 

6th 

1879-80 

7th 

1880-1 

8th 

1881-2 

9th 

1882-3 

:VIar27toSep30'83 
Octl'83-8ep30"84 

1884-  5 

1885-  6 

1886-  7 

1887-  8 

1888-  9 

1889-  90 

1890-  1 

1891-  2 

1892-  3 

1893-  4 

1894-  5 

1895-  6 

1896-  7 

1897-  8 

1898-  9 

1899-  1900 

1900-  1 

1901-  2 

1902-  3 

1903-  4 

1904-  5 

1905-  6 

1906-  7 

1907-  8 

1908-  9 

1909-  10 

1910-  11 
101  1-12 

1912-  13 

1913-  14 

1914-  15 

Tot 


50  (-5 

'  .  J- 

A 

1 

B 

C 

D 

1 

F 

No  of 
Consul 

W  o 


tations 

56 

68 

113 

3 

108 

;  

88 

... 

380 

258 

84 

112 

14 

179 

i  223 

... 

612 

254 

59 

240 

1 

291 

364 

955 

256 

69 

395 

20 

276 

379 

1139 

256 

121 

326 

6 

340 

j  718 

1511 

252 

215 

308 

3 

332 

881 

•  •• 

1739 

210 

239 

224 

1 

222 

419 

... 

1105 

257 

315 

243 

9 

230 

389 

1186 

253 

209 

190 

3 

147 

275 

824 

132 

82 

104 

3 

108 

172 

469 

256 

265 

171 

7 

163 

307 

913 

229 

279 

116 

5 

219 

333 

952 

257 

384 

487 

20 

218 

988 

2097 

253 

299 

341 

21 

311 

781 

1753 

255 

150 

536 

11 

329 

1617 

2643 

241 

170 

532 

19 

696 

1142 

2559 

224 

187 

407 

23 

737 

980 

2334 

230 

42 

423 

21 

853 

619 

1958 

218 

111 

226 

12 

842 

621 

1812 

231 

91 

163 

4 

443 

586 

1287 

228 

52 

152 

6 

284 

466 

960 

238 

21 

107 

2 

185 

299 

614 

257 

101 

64 

0 

178 

192 

535 

241 

101 

74 

6 

124 

143 

448 

238 

35 

46 

2 

146 

171 

400 

242 

Aft 

u 

Z4y 

438 

239 

15 

108 

13 

164 

196 

496 

238 

87 

625 

33 

306 

488 

1539 

240 

118 

446 

44 

464 

500 

1572 

241 

243 

929 

71 

716 

615 

2574 

240 

175 

614 

44 

546 

533 

70 

1982 

240 

141 

593 

63 

615 

578 

190 

2180 

239 

167 

874 

69 

595 

475 

114 

2294 

220 

207 

930 

177 

775 

392 

227 

2708 

242 

254 

1141 

209 

1081 

1044 

219 

3948 

237 

236 

883 

213 

1036 

1097 

210 

3675 

237 

208 

1026 

175 

1541 

709 

217 

3876 

238 

220 

981 

213 

1741 

805 

140 

4100 

234 

243 

1335 

181 

1352 

631 

198 

3940 

241 

185 

1143 

167 

1180 

795 

248 

3718 

236 

199 

1038 

163 

1217 

1001 

254 

3872 

237 

106 

998 

127 

1497 

821 

207 

3756 

9821 

6600 

19812 

2184 

22881 

24082 

2294  77853 

1 

29096 
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HEADING  ROOMS. 


Open  from  9  a.m.  to  U  p.m.  daily. 


CENTRAL. 

The  average  daily  attendance  of  readers  is  estimated  at  2,000. 
487  volumes  are  accessible  to  the  public  for  use  in  the  Reading 
Room  only. 


BRANCH   No.   1— KENRICK  PARK. 

A  Reading  and  News  Room  was  opened  at  215,  Spon  Lane,  on 
the  1st  January,  1883. 

This  Reading  Room  was  transferred  to  the  New  Buildings, 
Eenrick  Park,  on  Monday,  the  28th  September,  1903. 

362  volumes  are  accessible  to  the  public  for  use  in  the  Reading 
Room  only. 


BRANCH    No.    2— HILL  TOP. 

A  Reading  and  Nows  Room  was  opened  on  Monday,  January 
15th,  1883,  at  the  office  originally  occupied  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Topham. 

This  Reading  Room  was  transferred  to  the  New  Public 
Buildings,  Hill  Top,  on  Monday,  the  20th  June,  1898. 

387  volumes  are  accessible  to  the  public  for  use  in  the  Reading 
Room  only. 


BRANCH    No.    3— GREETS  GREEN. 

The  Reading  and  News  Room, which  was  opened  on  Wednesday, 
the  17th  January,  1883,  at  No.  1,  Great  Bridge,  was  removed  to  the 
entrance  to  the  Recreation  Ground,  Greets  Green,  and  opened  on 
Monday,  1st  August,  1892. 

236  volumes  are  accessible  to  the  public  for  use  in  the  Reading 
Room  only. 


BRANCH    No.    4 — CHURCH  FIELD. 

A  Reading  and  News  Room  was  opened  at  56,  Tenscore  Street, 
on  Monday,  4th  March,  1907. 

78  volumes  are  accessible  to  the  public  for  use  in  the  Reading 
Room  only. 
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DONATIONS   OF  BOOKS,  ETC. 


Alien,  Mrs.        "  The  Epoch  "  Office,  llfracombe— 
From  Poverty  to  Power. 
Miscellaneous  Books  (15). 

Anglo-Continental  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  llfO,  Moor  Street,  Bir- 
mingham— 

British  Mercantile  Guide,  etc.    Several  volumes. 
Commercial  Directory,  1915. 

Blades,  Alderman  J.  H.,  J. P.,  Oakhurst,  West  Bromwich — 
Alliance  News  (Weekly)  to  Greets  Green  Branch. 

Bennett  and  Co.,  Chapel  Works,  Granville  Street,  Birmingham — 
Business  Directory,  1914,  and  Supplement. 

Board  of  Trade,  Commission  for  Labour,         Parliament  Street, 
London — 
Reports  as  published. 
British  Museum  Authorities — 

Catalogue  of  Lepidoptera  Phalaenae.    Vol.  XIII. 
,,        ,,  the  Cretaceous  Flora.    Part  I. 

Ungulate  Mammals.    Vols.  II.  and  III. 
Monograph  of  the  Genus  Sabicese. 

(  'ar  ring  ton,  Miss  E.,  18,  Miles  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol — 
Our  Animal  Brothers.    Vol.  IX.  1914. 

Carter-Jepson  Publishing  Co.,   Ltd.,  Dean's  Court,  Old  Bailey, 
London,  E.G. — 

Export  Merchant  Shippers,  1914.  2  vols. 

Jepson's  Mercantile  Guide,  1914.  1  vol. 

Crisp,  Mr.,  G.W.R.  Stationmaster ,  West  Bromwich — 
Holiday  Haunts,  1915. 

Emigrants'  Information  Office,  34,  Broadway,  Westminster,  S.W.— 
Handbooks  respecting  Emigration, chiefly  to  the  British  Colonie? 

General  Editor,  Burlington  House,  Cambridge — 
London  University  Guide  and  Calendar,  1915. 

Hal  ford,  W.  N.,  Esq.,  Bournemouth — 
Autumn  Leaves. 

Health  Resorts  Association,  29,  John  Street,  Bedford  Row,  Lon- 
don, W.C.— 
Guides. 

High  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand,  13,  Victoria  Street,  London, 
&.W. — 

Miscellaneous  Literature  relating  to  New  Zealand. 
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H  innanitarian  League,  53,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.  

K  illing  for  Sport  (  Essays), 

Iron  and  Steel  Institute,  per  G.  C.  Lloyd,  28,    Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W . — 
Iron  and  Steel  Institute  Journal,  1914.     Nos.  1  and  2. 
Abridged  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the   Inn,   and  Steel 
Institute. 

Jeffrey,  W.,  Esq.,  Director,  Sell's,  Ltd.,  J67  and  168,  Fleet,  Street, 
London — 

Twentieth  Century  Impressions  of  Canada. 

A  nibbs,  G.  LJ .,  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Office,  72,  Victoria  St., 
Westminster,  S.W. — 
Year  book  of  Australia,  1915. 
Official  Year  Book,  1901-13. 


Library  Reports  (about 
Library  Catalogues  (various). 

.Van??,  J.  C,  Esq.,  S3,  Nicholls  Street,  West  Bromwich— 

Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society,  1912-14. 
Murray,  J//-.,  50a,  Alber marie  Street,  London  W  

Letters  01i  Church  and  Religion  of  William  Ewart  Gladstone, 
by  D.  C.  Lathbury.    2  vols. 

Patent  Office  Comptroller,  25,  Southampton  Buildings  Chancery 
Lane —  9 
Illustrated  Official  Journal. 

Publishers  and  Proprietors  for  Beading  Rooms— 

Publications  are  denoted  by  an  (a)  on  pages  9  and  10. 

Sherwell,  J.  H.,  Lombard  Street,  West  Bromwich— 
Burgess  List,  1915-16. 

Smithsonian  Institution  (per  C.  D.  Walcott),  Washington,  USA 
Smithsonian  Institution  Report,  1913. 

Spencer  S.,  Esq.,  16,  Dowgate  Hill,  Cannon  St.,  London,  EC  - 

Scott's.    Napoleon.    9  vols. 

Hume.    England.    6  vols. 

Campbell.    Lives  of  the  Chancellors.    7  vols 

London.    Guildhall  Books.    28  vols. 
Staffordshire  Society,  per  W.  R.  Adams,  Esq.,  Hon.   Sec  $67 
Stanstead  Road,  Forest  Hill,  London,  S.E.— 

Staffordshire  Society  Year  Book,  1914-15.    6  copies. 

Stubbs'  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dash  wood  House,  New  Broad  Street 
London,  E.C. — 
Stubbs'  Directory,  1915. 
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Tariff  Commissioner,  per  W.  A.  S.  He  wins,  7,   Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W. — 
Tariff  Commission  Reports. 

University,  Birmingham,  per  the  Secretary  

Calendar,  1914-15. 

U niversity,  Durham,  per  the  Registrar — 
Calendar,  1914-15. 

University  of  Ireland,  per  the  Registrar — 
Calendar,  1914. 

University  of  Wales  (Cardiff),  per  the  Registrar — 
Calendar,  1914-15. 

Walton-Walker,  Colonel  C,  The  Firs,  West  Bromwich — 

Staffordshire  Pamphlet.       Souvenir  of  London  Freemason's 
Visit,  Lodge  No.  2,076. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation,  per  A.  Wickham,  Town  Clerk — 

Burgess  Roll,  Parliamentary  Register,  and  Parochial  Register, 
also  Council  Proceedings. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation,  per  G.  W .  Davis,  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures — 

Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1915. 
West  Bromwich  Corporation,  per  H.  Kirk,  Borough  Treasurer — 

Abstract  of  Accounts  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1915. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation,  per  Dr.  R.  W.  Stocks,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health— 
Report  of  the  Health  of  the  County  Borough. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS. 

April  1st,  1914,  to 
March   31st,  1915. 
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SUMMARY    OF    INCOME    AND  EXPENDITURE 


Amount  of  Rate  Aid 
Central  Library 
Spon  Lane  Branch  .. 
Hill  Top  Branch 
Greets  Green  Branch 
Churehfields  Branch 


INCOME. 


£    s.  d. 

880    0  0 

109    2  11 

14  8 

1    5  9 

12  7 

9    0  5 


£    s.  d. 


1001  16  4 


Total  Income  for  Year  1914-15 


£1001  16  4 
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from  1st  April,   1914,  to  31st  March,  1915. 


Central  Library 
Spon  Lane  Branch  ... 
Hill  Top  Branch 
Greets  Green  Branch 
Cliurchfields  Branch 


i:\PKNDITURE. 


Total  Expenditure  for  Year  1914-15 


£    B.  di 

825    6  3 

48  3  7 
11  12  10 

49  6  8 
43    4  5 


£    B.  d, 


977  13  9 


Income  in  excess  of  Expenditure  ...  24  2 


£1001  16  4 


26 


RECEIPTS    AND    PAYMENTS  frorrl 


RECEIPTS. 

£    s.   d.  £    s.  d. 


Bobough  Rate — 
Amount  of  Rate  Aid 
for  the  year,  being 
equivalent  to  the 
product  of  a  rate  of 
one  penny  in  the  £ 

Central  Library — 

Fines,  etc.  ...  67  13  11 

Hire  of  Lecture  Room  41    9  0 


880    0  0 


109    2  11 


Branch  Reading  Rooms — 

Spon  Lane  :     Sale  of 

Papers     ...  ...    1    4  8 

Hill  Top  :  Sale  of  Papers  15  9 

Greets  Green       „         12  7 

£  s.  d. 

Churchfields : 

Sale  of  Papers  18  5 

Rent  8    2  0 

  9    0  5 


12  13 


Salaries  and 
Wages  of  Staff 

Books 

Bookbinding    . . . 

Newspapers  and  j 
Periodicals   . . . 

Printing,  Sta- 
tionery and 
Advertising  . . .  j 

Repairs  to 
Buildings 

Rent,  Fuel,  Light! 
and  Water  ...  I 

Insurances 

Rates 

Income  Tax 

Subscriptions  to 
various  Societies 

Miscellaneous 
Expenses 


General. 


£    s.  d. 

225    0  0 


Income  in  excess 
of  Expenditure 


225    0  0 


£1001  16  4 


I  225    0  0 
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1st   April,    1914,   to   31st  March,  1915. 

PAYMENTS. 

Bran<  i!  Reading  Room  s. 


Central 
Library. 

£    s.  d. 

177  19  4 

09  13  2 

37    2  8 

55  18  3 

37    5  0 

31    9  10 

85  14  11 
3  13  6 
8  13  4 

20  16  8 

5  13  8 
66    5  11 


600    6  3 


Spoil  Lane. 
£    s.  d. 


13  3 


35    0  0 


48  3 


600    6    3       48    3    7       11  12  10 


Hill  Top. 
£    b.  d. 


11  12  10 


11  12  10 


Greets 
Green. 


£    B.  d. 


14    6  8 


Churchfield? 
£    s.  d. 


35    0  0 


49  6 


49  6 


33    8  4 


43    4  5 


43    4  5 


Total. 

£  s.  d. 

402  19  4 

69  13  2 

37    2  8 


9  16    1       104  17  5 

37  5  0 
31    9  10 


189    3  3 

3  13  6 

8  13  4 

20  16  8 

5  13  8 

66    5  11 


977  13  9 


24    2  7 


1001  16  4 
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CAPITAL 


To  RECEIPTS. 


CARNEGIE  LIBRARY 

Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq.,  LL.D. — 

Donation     of     full    cost    of    building    New  Free 

Public  Library     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    7714  16  3 

Revenue  Account — 

Appropriation  of  accumulated  surplus  of  Penny  Rate  to 
defray  cost  of  furnishing  and  equipment  of  New  Free 
Public  Library     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...    1200    0  0 


£8,914  16  3 


SPECIAL  BOOK 

To  RECEIPTS.  £    s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward,  31st  March,  1914  ...  ...       10    8  10 




£10    8  10 
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ACCOUNT. 


By  PAYMENTS.  £    s.  d. 

BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

NEW  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  1907. 
Cost  of  Construction  and  Equipment         ...  ...       8914  16  3 


£8,914  16  3 


FUND  ACCOUNT. 


By  PAYMENTS.  £    s.  d. 

Balance,  31st  March,  1915— 

In  hands  of  Treasurer  ...  ...  ...  ...       10    8  10 


£10    8  10 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


LIABILITIES.  £    s.  d 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT. 

Trust  Account — 

Gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  of  full 
cost  of  construction  of  New  Library 

Balance,  being  Appropriation  from  Revenue 
Account  to  defray  cost  of  furnishing  and 
equipment  of  New  Free  Public  Library  ... 


SPECIAL  ACCOUNT. 

Special  Book  Fund  Account — 
Unexpended  balance 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 
Sundry  Creditors  for  balances  due  to  them  ... 

Surplus — 

Balance,  31st  March,  1914         ...    303  12  1 

Add — Income  in  excess  of  Ex- 
penditure for  year  ended  31st 
March,  1915  ...  ...      24    2  7 


H.  KIRK,  F.S.A.A., 

Borough  Treasurer. 

GUILDFORD  O.  HODGES, 

Librarian  and  Secretary. 


£    s.  d. 


7714  16  3 


1200    0  0 


76    2  11 


327  14  8 


£    s.  d. 


8914  16  3 


10    8  10 


403  17 


£    9329    2  8 


Slat  March,  1915. 
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ASSETS. 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT. 
Nkw  Free  Public  Library  Buildings — 
Complete  cost  of  construction  and  equipment 


SPECIAL  ACCOUNT. 

Special  Book  Fund  Account — 
Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 
Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer 


£    s.  d. 


8914  16  3 


Audited  and  found  correct, 

GEO.  T.  COLEMAN,  F.C.A.  1    «  ,.. 
CLEMENT  KEYS,  A.C.A.,    /  Auditors 


891=4  16  3 


10    8  10 


403  17 


£    9329    2  8 


THE  LIBRARY  GF  THE 
NOV  15  1933 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


T!!E  LIBRARY  GF  THE 


43rd  Annual  Report 

  OF  THE   

WEST  BROMWICH 

Public  Library  Committee. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE   TOWN  COUNCIL, 
November,  1917. 


:iN8.   LTD- ,   PRjNTERS,  WEST  BROMWICH, 


Forty  =  Third  Annual  Report 

OF   THE    COMMITTEE    OF  THE 

WEST  BROMWICH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Public  Library  Committee  have  pleasure  in  submitting  their 
Forty-third  Annual  Report,  containing  a  brief  summary  of  the  work 
of  the  Library  for  the  year  ending  September  29th,  1917. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Library  in  its  43rd  year,  and 
incidentally  on  the  completion  of  the  first  decade  in  the  new  building, 
the  Committe  are  much  gratified  by  the  valuable  public  service  which 
the  Library  is  rendering  in  War  time.  The  Library  has  continued  to 
fulfil  the  special  national  functions  to  which  attention  was  drawn  in 
a  previous  report.  The  issues  from  both  Lending  and  Reference 
Departments  have  increased  very  considerably,  and  the  attendances  in 
the  News  and  Reading  Rooms  are  also  higher  than  they  were  last 
year.  These  increased  issues  during  the  present  period  of  stress  and 
strain  point  to  a  renascence  in  reading.  There  are,  indeed,  many 
signs  that  the  Library  is  taking  a  more  important  part  than  it  has 
hitherto  done  in  the  educational,  business,  and  recreative  life  of  the 
town.  The  Committee  has  been  able  to  effect  some  economies,  but  it 
has  not  starved  the  Library  of  books,  and  their  future  effort  will  be  to 
maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  Library  so  that  it  will  worthily  minister 
to  the  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  Borough. 

It  will  not  materially  help  the  country  financially  to  economise 
in  things  of  the  mind,  or  in  any  of  the  things  which  give  a  genuine 
grace  and  dignity  to  life.  The  financial  results  of  such  economy  are 
so  small  as  to  be'  tremendously  outweighed  by  the  irreparable  loss  to 
the  country  of  intellectual  force,  and  of  all  the  means  by  which  a 
nation's  spirit  is  kept  alive  and  fresh.  Those  who  think  literature  a 
mere  luxury  to  be  cut  down  with  as  little  compunction  as  petrol,  are 
exceedingly  ill  advised.  They  overlook  the  fact  that  the  pillars  of  our 
world  rest  upon  the  labours  of  the  past,  and  that  the  records  of  those 
past  achievements  which  lead  up  to  invention  and  progress,  are  en- 
shrined for  us  in  the  books  which  form  the  equipment  of  our  Libraries. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  Libraries  constitute  one 
of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  world,  for  as  a  means  of  communi- 
cating ideas  they  can  hardly  fail  to  play,  day  by  day,  a  larger  part  in 


Tj.rn.an  hub  y.    The  nation  that  ie  starved   ,„|  and  fanc,  ls  fts 

.tde  likely  to  turme  tbo  searching  test  „f  War  as  the  nation  which 

«  starved  for  bread.    Wnh  the  mind  an  telleot  it  ie  the  same  .. 

w.th  the  tree,  as  soon  ae  it  ceases  to  grow,  it  begins  to  decay. 

Our  work  in   War  time  ie  to  inform  and  exbort,  to  euida  the 

""ml       oonscence  of  oh  ,1  young,  to  cult.vate  the  de^re  to  read 

lean, ,  and  know  to  see  that  the  wheels  are  kept  run  fi  ' 

and  to  let  it  be  known  that  the  Library  is  not  merely  a  collection  Ir 
mob  of  books,  but  an  active  and  aggressive  source  of^Ltruct»  and 


Lending  Department. 

StOCk. -During  tbe  year  there  has  been  added  to  this  Denart 
ment  by  purchase  126  volumes;  by  presentation,  3 ;  by  kansfe 
from  Subscription  Library,  119  ;  total,  248.  "yuansiei 

T  ,  StOCktaking.-Tbis  was  done  during  tbe  first  two  weeks  in 
ltVast„lhi°nUe8dh  81,862  ^  ^  *  J?  no 

h.ghest,  and  was  reached  in  1914.    The  highest  issue  on TaihrflT" 
was  on  Saturday,  April  7th,  ,917,  when  878  ^ZLZrZ^t" 

As  the  books  habitually  read  are  an  index  of  the  character  and 
purpose  of  the  readers,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  ir  CLi 
what  classes  of  Literature  there  are  increased  oTdecreased  issues  1 
compared  with  last  year  the  following  sections  show  de  reases  Law 

'A^^&^tZZ  o?  & 

aandf°Tlrei  S0lT  a"d  ™2S y  BiogCr  'S' 
ana  navel,  5oo  volumes;  Fine  and  U«pfnl  A,fu  -,  fT   p  •y' 

History,  1,147  volumes  ;'  r^J^tJS"S££? 

666  volumes;  Language  and  Literature,  485  volumes  -  and'  I„!S 

Literature   2,010  volumes.     Tbe  marked  inctease     n  hLoh  the 

Arts  and  Sciences,  and  Juvenile  books  is  most  encouraging.  °' 

Borrowers'  CardS.-l.468  new  Cards  were  issued  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  1,287  in  1916,  making  a  toW  0f  2  70f 
borrowers  who  have  joined  the  Library  during  the  past  two  years 

(,any  brought  by  borrowers),  %  Ce ten  re^'by  £ 

!ff     Th  ;"UV"d  1916  taVe  betn  paired  by  the  Librl-v 

Stall.    Ih.s  Department  now  consists  of  18078  volumes  w,d,y 


Reference  Department. 


In  the  Reference  Library  the  Stock  prepared  and  available  for 
public  use  now  numbers  4403  volumes. 

Consultations.  — 2683  volumes  were  consulted  by  1671  readers 
This  is  an  increase  of  265  on  the  previous  year,  and  these  figures  do 
not  include  the  daily  references  to  Directories,  Gazetteers,  Year  Books 
and  kindred  publications  on  the  Open  Public  Shelves  in  the  Reading 
Room,  of  which  no  record  is  kept. 


Miscellanea. 

Staff  —The  work  of  the  Library  has  been  carried  on  with  con- 
siderable difficulty,  owing  to  the  depletion  and  further  changes  in  the 
staff  In  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  the  Library  has  been  sustained  in 
a  state  of  efficiency,  which  reflects  credit  on  the  Librarian,  and  those 
who  are  helping  him  in  strenuous  times. 

Catalogues  —A  Supplementary  Catalogue  was  published  in 

March,  of  Books  on  the  Countries  at  War,  Agriculture,  Focd,  Farming, 
Poultry  Keeping,  etc.,  and  other  current  topics;  these  were  in  great 
demand.  A  complete  Catalogue  is  needed,  but  is  deferred  for  the 
present  on  account  of  cost.  The  Card  Catalogue  for  public  use  in  the 
Corridor  is  complete  and  always  up-to-date,  and  is  m  great  demand 
at  all  times. 

Soldiers'  &  Sailors'  Bureau.— A  Room  has  been  placed 

at  the  disposal  of  Disabled  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  where  all  information 
is  supplied  respecting  Pensions,  Training  for  Future  Careers,  etc. 
Many  enquiries  are  made,  and  the  Room  is  very  useful. 

Annual  Report  —Your  Committee  have  decided  not  to 
publish  Statistical  Tables,  Lists  of  Papers,  Donations,  Occupations  of 
Borrowers,  etc.,  this  year. 


Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 
GUILDFORD  0.  HODGES,  Librarian. 
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44th  Annual  Report 

  OF  THE   

WEST  BROMWICH 

Public  Library  Committee. 


PRESENTED   TO   THE   TOWN  COUNCIL, 
November,  1918. 


G    TOMKINS,  LTO..  PHINTERS,  W69T  BROMWICH. 


Forty -Fourth  Annual  Report 

OF   THE    COMMITTEE    OF  THE 

WEST  BROMWICH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich. 

Sik  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Public  Library  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting  their 
Forty  fourth  Annual  Report,  showing  the  work  accomplished  in 
connection  with  the  Library  during  the  past  year,  which  has  been  one 
of  very  great  usefulness. 

During  the  year,  the  Library  has  continued  to  fulfil  special 
national  functions.  The  collection  of  books  on  all  phases  of  the  war, 
and  on  the  countries  engaged  in  the  war,  has  been  added  to,  and  kept 
up-to-date. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  borrowers  using  the  Library,  and 
of  the  number  of  books  issued,  is  very  gratifying. 

Lending  Department. 

StOCk.— During  the  year,  221  volumes  were  added  to  this 
Department ;  by  purchase,  95  ;  by  presentation,  2  ;  and  by  transfer 
from  Subscription  Library,  124.  This  Department  now  consists  of 
13,250  volumes. 

Stocktaking— The  Libraries  were  closed  for  Stocktaking 
during  the  first  two  weeks  in  July.  During  the  year,  out  of  an  issue 
of  84,247  volumes,  no  loss  was  sustained. 


m  ISSlieS.— For  homo  rending  and  study,  84,0!) i  borrowers  have 
borrowed  84,217  volumes,  the  daily  average  being  858;  this  given  an 
increase  of  2,895  volumes,  making  the  daily  average  issue  1  I  more  per 
day  than  last  year. 

Borrowers'  Cards.  —1,657  new  Cards  have  been  issued 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1,403  in  1917.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  194. 

Condition  Of  Books. — The  work  of  examining  the  stock  is 
constantly  in  progress,  in  order  that  the  books  may  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  During  the  year,  49  worn  out  and  obsolete 
books  have  been  withdrawn  ;  829  (many  brought  by  borrowers)  have 
been  sent  for  the  use  of  soldiers  and  sailors ;  91  have  been  replaced  by 
new  copies  ;  252  have  been  re  bound  ;  and  1939  have  been  repaired 
at  the  Library  by  the  Staff. 

Reference  Department. 

In  the  Reference  Library  the  Stock  prepared  and  available  for 
public  use  now  numbers  4,422  volumes. 

Consultations. — During  the  year  2,822  volumes  were  consulted 
by  1,716  readers.  This  is  an  increase  of  139  on  the  previous  year,  and 
these  figures  do  not  include  the  daily  references  made  to  Directories, 
Gazetteers,  Year  Books,  and  other  publications  on  the  Open  Public 
Shelves  in  the  Reading  Room,  of  which  no  record  is  kept. 

Miscellanea. 

Lecture  Hall. — The  Hall  and  Ante-Rooms  have  again  proved 
very  popular,  attracting  various  societies,  etc.,  to  hold  their  meetings, 
exhibitions,  concerts,  whist  drives,  etc.,  and  have  been  much  used, 
especially  during  the  winter  months. 


Staff— The  Librarian,  Mr.  G.  0.  Hodges,  joined  for  military 
service  on  May  80tb,  1918;  he  is  now  serving  in  Yorkshire.  Since 
that  date  the  work  of  the  Library  has  been  carried  on  by  a  staff  of  lady 
assistants,  Miss  Margaret  A.  Reeves  having  been  appointed  to  act 
during  Mr.  Hodges'  absence. 

Annual  Report —Your  Committee  have  again  decided  not  to 
publish  Statistical  Tables,  Lists  of  Papers,  Donations,  Occupations  of 
Borrowers,  etc.,  this  year. 


Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 
GUILDFORD  0.  HODGES,  Librarian. 
MARGARET  A.  REEVES,  Acting  Librarian. 
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45th  Annual  Report 

  OF  THE   

WEST  BROMWICH 

Public  Library  Committee. 


PRESENTED   TO   THE   TOWN  COUNCIL, 
November  1919. 


Forty  =  Fifth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES'  COMMITTEE. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Corj)oration  of  the  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich. 

Sir  and  Members, 

The  Libraries'  Committee  present  the  following  Report  for  the 
year  ending  September  30th,  1919. 

Committee. — There  have  been  two  changes  in  the  personnel 
of  the  Committee  during  the  year.  The  vacancies  caused  by  the 
lamented  deaths  of  the  late  Col.  G.  Walton  Walker  and  Mr.  Jas. 
Clark  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Crowther  and 
V.  Norman. 

Lending  Department. 

ISSUeS.  —  For  home  reading  and  study  86,534  borrowers  have 
borrowed  86,681  volumes,  the  daily  average  being  370;  this  gives  an 
increase  of  2,434  volumes,  making  the  daily  average  issue  18  more 
per  day  than  last  year.  This  not  only  constitutes  a  record  in  daily 
average  issues,  but  each  class  of  Literature  shows  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  as  follows:  Theology  and  Philosophy,  66  volumes; 
History,  Biography  and  Travels,  192  volumes;  Law,  Commerce  and 
Education,  121  volumes;  Fine  and  Applied  Arts,  Science,  &c,  75 
volumes;  Poetry  and  Drama,  109  volumes;  Fiction,  236  volumes; 
Language  and  Literature,  161  volumes;  Juvenile  Literature,  1,212 
volumes;  Music,  162  volumes.  The  marked  increase  in  Juvenile 
reading  is  most  gratifying.  Fiction  constitutes  59  per  cent,  of  the 
books  issued  from  Lending  Library,  and  this  is  one  of  the  lowest 
percentages  in  the  country. 

Borrowers'  Cards.  —  1 ,98 1  new  cards  were  issued  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  1,657  in  1918,  making  a  total  of  3,638 
borrowers  who  have  joined  the  Library  during  the  past  two  years. 

StOCk-takillg. — This  was  done  during  the  first  two  weeks  in 
July,  and  although  86,681  volumes  were  issued  during  the  year,  no 

loss  was  sustained. 


Stock.  During  the  year  280  volumes  were  added  to  bbie 
department,  by  purohase  132,  by  presentation  8,  by  transfer  from 
Subscription  Library  140.  This  department  now  consists  of  18,844 
volumes.  The  Subscription  Library  has  been  a  great  help  to  the 
Public  Library,  and  particularly  of  late,  owing  to  the  high  price  of 
books  and  the  establishment  charges  having  considerably  increased  in 
the  Public  Library  without  increased  income,  but  for  the  transfer  of 
books  from  the  Subscription  Library  the  Lending  Library  would  have 
been  the  poorer. 

Condition  Of  Books.  Dunn-  the  year  186  volumes  being 
worn  out,  obsolete  or  out  oi  print,  were  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
88  have  been  replaced  by  new  copies,  188  have  be  rebound,  and  about 
1,500  have  been  repaired  by  the  Library  Staff. 

Of  the  books  replaced  by  new  copies  a  good  number  of  the 
old  books  were  sent  for  the  use  of  the  boys  at  the  Industrial  School, 
Lichfield. 

Many  books  still  require  re-binding,  and  a  large  number  of  books, 
being  dirty,  should  be  replaced.  Cost  of  re-binding  is  at  present  very 
heavy,  and  as  to  replacements,  these  are  temporarily  "out  of  print" 
but  will  come  in  again  as  things  assume  a  normal  aspect. 

Catalogue. — No  complete  Catalogue  having  been  published 
since  1909,  this  was  the  first  duty  awaiting  the  Librarian  on  his 
return  from  military  duties  (having  been  demobilised  in  February),  as 
since  the  printing  in  1909  several  thousand  volumes  had  been  with- 
drawn and  also  over  2,000  new  books  added,  the  work  is  now  nearing 
completion.  The  Juvenile  Section  is  also  being  printed  separately, 
When  complete,  with  the  "  Card  Index''  to  authors  and  titles  in  the 
public  corridor  for  use  of  borrowers,  consisting  of  over  £30,000  entries, 
and  always  kept  up  to  date,  borrowers  will  be  well  supplied  with  a 
complete  key  to  everything  in  the  Lending  Department.  The  cost  of 
this  will  be  great,  and  could  not  have  been  met  out  of  our  current 
year's  income,  the  wisdom  of  accumulating  a  contingency  fund  (when 
able)  to  meet  such  heavy  expenses  is  fully  justified. 


Reference  Department. 

In  the  Reference  Library  46  volumes  were  added  during  the 
year.  The  stock  prepared  and  available  for  public  use  now  numbers 
4,468  volumes. 

Catalogue. — The  "  Sheaf"  Catalogue  here  provided  for  readers 
is  always  up-to-date,  alphabetical  under  author,  title  and  subject,  and 
readers  may  easily  ascertain  if  what  they  require  is  in  the  Library, 

Consultations.  —  3,425  volumes  were  consulted.  This  is  an 
increase  of  603  on  the  previous  year,  and  these  figures  do  not  include 
the  daily  references  made  to  Directories,  Gazetteers,  Year  Books  and 
other  publications  on  the  public  shelves,  of  which  no  record  is  kept, 
though  it  must  be  hundreds  daily. 


Miscellanea. 


Financial. — The  whole  cf  the  income  during  the  ensuing  year 
will  be  required  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  administrative  expenses 
at  the  Central  Library.  The  Committee  realise  that  at  the  present 
time  the  resources  of  income  are  not  equal  to  the  burden  of  carrying 
ou  the  Library  in  an  efficient  way,  although  the  hiring  of  the  Lecture 
Hall  by  the  Labour  Exchange  has  considerably  helped  us  for  the  time 
being. 

The  Libraries  have  since  their  inception  been  maintained  by  a 
rate  limited  to  Id.  in  the  £  by  an  Act  passed  in  1855.  At  that  time 
less  than  one-seventeenth  of  the  children  of  the  people  were  receiving 
an  education  which  could  be  deemed  satisfactory  even  with  the  low 
standard  of  that  time.  The  passing  of  the  Acts  for  general  education 
created  a  vast  reading  public,  with  the  result  that  for  many  years  past 
this  public  has  made  continuously  increasing  use  of  public  libraries, 
and  these  institutions,  owing  to  their  lack  of  means,  have  been  able  to 
fulfil  their  work  only  in  the  most  meagre  fashion.  While  grants  for 
education  have  increased,  no  further  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
means  of  Public  Libraries.    The  War  has  accentuated  these  conditions. 

The  present  financial  position  of  public  libraries  is  ridiculous  in 
the  extreme,  for  Government  knows  well  that  a  more  enlightened 
public  must  be  a  public  to  which  far  greater  facilities  for  reading  books 
must  be  provided,  especially  along  technical  and  economic  lines,  and 
there  is  no  machinery  at  present  existing,  or  foreshadowed,  in  any 
legislation,  which  can  accomplish  this  important  work  but  public 
libraries. 

Staff.— Reade  rs  in  Reference  Library  and  borrowers  from 
Lending  Library  have  frequently  expressed  their  gratitude  for  help 
received,  and  the  unfailing  courtesy  from  the  Librarian  and  his  staff 
in  finding  material.  In  this  way  the  Libraries  are  distinctly 
educational  by  being  able  to  satisfy  the  enquiring  mind,  the  initiative 
coming  from  the  reader. 

Annual  Report.— Your  Committee  have  again  held  over  the 
publication  of  Statistical  Tables,  Occupations  of  Borrowers,  Lists  of 
Papers,  etc.,  this  year,  owing  to  cost. 


Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 
GUILDFORD  0.  HODGES,  Librarian. 
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  OF  THE   

WEST  BROnWICH 

Public  Library  Committee* 
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SATES,  PRINTER,  ffi  WEST  BROMWICW. 


Forty-sixth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES'  COMMITTEE. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  of  the  Borough  of 
West  Bromwich. 

Sir  and  Members, 

The  Public  Library  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the 
following  Keport  on  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1920. 

Committee.— Captain  Eric  Bache  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
on  the  Committee  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  V  Norman. 

Financial. — The  decreased  purchasing  value  of  money  has  been 
such  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  income  has  been  absorbed  in 
administrative  expenses,  and  the  Committee  were  unable  to  provide 
any  sum  for  the  supply  of  new  books,  replacements  or  rebinding.  This 
situation  has  been  relieved  by  the  passing  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act, 
1919,  whereby  the  limitation  on  the  Library  Kate  was  removed,  and 
West  Bromwich,  in  common  with  all  other  authorities,  is  now  in  a 
position  to  spend  as  much  on  its  Library  services  as  it  considers  to  be 
needful  and  proper.  In  preparing  estimate  to  provide  for  the  year 
1920-21,  the  Committee  have  felt  the  need  for  the  strictest 'economy, 
but  in  view  of  the  urgent  need  for  re-opening  of  the  Branch  Reading 
Kooms  at  Hill  Top,  Greets  Green  and  Kenrick  Park,  and  the  additional 
cost  for  heating,  cleaning,  lighting,  repairs,  etc.,  at  the  Central  Library, 
it  was  decided  to  ask  for  a  rate  equal  to  l^d.  in  the  £,  which  was 
granted.  It  was  estimated  our  liabilities  would  be  £400  more  than 
the  product  of  a  1  Jd.  rate,  but  it  was  anticipated  this  would  be  raised 
by  letting  of  the  Lecture  Hall  to  the  Labour  Exchange,  together  with 
fines  and  sales  of  catalogues,  papers,  etc. 

Public  Libraries  may  now  be  just  as  much  aid  to  local  com- 
munities as  those  communities  agree  they  shall  be  ;  they  will  yield 
more  and  more  if  they  are  financed  accordingly,  and  those  who  foresee 
extravagance  and  colossal  expenditure  resulting  from  the  removal  of 
the  rate  limitation  are  raising  nightmares  without  justification 


LENDING  DEPARTMENT. 


Issues.— For  home  reading  and  study  87,085  borrowers  have 
borrowed  87,248  volumes,  the  daily  average  being  368j  giving  an 
increase  of  507  volumes  over  last  year's  figures.  This  again  creates 
a  record,  the  previous  record  being  last  year  with  86,68]  volumes. 
The  principal  increases  being  in  Class  B— History,  Biography  and 
Travel;  and  Class  D— Art,  Science  .and  Natural  History.  Fiction 
constitutes  59  per  cent,  of  the  hook*  issued  from  the  Lending  Library, 
the  same  as  last  year,  and  this  is  one  of  the  lowest  percentages  in  the 
Country. 

Registered  Borrowers.—], 764  new  cards  were  issued  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  1,981  in  1919,  making  a  total  of  3,745 
borrowers  who  have  joined  the  Library  during  the  past  two  years. 

Stock-taking. — This  was  done  during  the  first  two  weeks  in 
July,  and  although  87,248  volumes  were  issued  during  the  year,  no 
loss  was  sustained. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  borrowers  paid  for 
17  volumes  either  lost  or  seriously  damaged.  In  consequence  of 
infectious  disease  8  volumes  were  confiscated  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment at  homes  of  borrowers,  in  all  such  cases  new  books  were 
purchased. 

Stock. — During  the  year  2U4  volumes  were  added  to  this 
department,  by  purchase  95,  by  presentation  3,  by  transfer  from 
Subscription  Library  106.  This  department  now  consists  of  13,424 
volumes. 

Condition  of  Books. — The  Committee  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  books  in  the  Fiction  and  Juvenile  Sections  are  getting  into  a  bad 
condition,  owing  to  the  inability  to  replace  books  as  they  become 
worn  out,  so  many  are  now  ''out  of  print"  or  "reprinting"  and  the 
books  are  too  valuable  to  discard  altogether.  124  volumes  have  been 
withdrawn,  being  obsolete,  worn  out,  or  out  of  print,  141  have  been 
replaced  by  new  copies,  310  have  been  rebound  and  about  2,000  have 
been  repaired  by  the  Library  Staff,  in  this  way  every  effort  is  put 
forth  to  keep  the  stock  under  constant  supervision,  but  wear  and  tear 
is  an  important  item  at  present. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT, 

In  the  Reference  Library  24  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
The  stock  prepared  and  available  for  public  use  now  numbers  4,492 
volumes. 

Consultations. — 3,556  volumes  were  consulted.  This  is  an 
increase  of  131  on  the  previous  year  ;  these  figures  do  not  include  the 
daily  references  made  to  Directories,  Gazetteers,  Year  Books  and  other 
publications  numbering  450  to  which  the  public  have  free  access,  of 
which  no  record  is  kept,  though  it  must  be  hundreds  daily. 


The  Reference  Library  contains  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
Technical  books  and  the  Committee  hope  students  will  avail  them- 
selves  of  this  privilege  to  the  uttermost. 

CENTRAL  AND   BRANCH   READING  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  persons  frequenting  the  Central  Reading  Rooms 
has  been  exceptionally  large,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  despite 
the  abnormal  attendance,  no  serious  breach  of  discipline  has  taken 
place.  For  several  years  we  were  without  the  services  of  a  porter,  but 
now  again  we  have  a  man  in  charge  of  the  Public  Rooms,  which 
relieves  some  of  the  anxieties  of  the  Library  staff. 

The  Branch  Reading  Rooms  at  Hill  Top,  Greets  Green  and 
Kenrick  Park  were  re-opened  in  April,  1920,  after  being  closed  for 
four  years. 

Each  Reading  Room  has  a  good  supply  of  papers,  magazines  and 
books,  arrd  the  rooms  are  all  well  used,  particularly  in  the  evening. 
Total  number  of  volumes,  850. 

Conclusion. — In  conclusion,  your  Committee  feel  that  the 
Libraries  have  been  of  great  service  during  the  past  year,  as  in  former 
years.  The)7  are  mindful  of  the  constant  interest  in  them  displayed 
by  the  Council.  With  the  advent  of  improved  legislation  a  wide  field 
of  activity  is  opened  up,  arrd  much  more  remains  to  be  accomplished. 

Readers  in  Reference  Library  and  borrowers  from  Lending 
Library  bear  testimorry  to  the  unfailing  courtesy  received  from  the 
Librarian  arrd  his  staff  to  all  enquiries 

Total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  in  all  depart- 
ments, 19,216. 

Statistical  tables,  etc.,  are  again  held  over  this  year  on  account 
of  cost. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 
GUILDFORD  0.  HODGES,  Librarian. 
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Committee: 

Councillor  H.  L.  Browne,  M.D,  LL.D.  (Chairman ). 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Esq.  ( Deputy  Chairman). 
Alderman  J.  E.  Cox  (Mayor)      Councillor  J.  G.  Gifford 
Councillor  I).  S.  Gill  „        Miss  Hazel 
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Mr.  E.  Bache  Mr.  H.  Tomblin 

Dr.  J.  W.  Crowther        Mr.  W.  S.  Watts 
Rev.  F.  A.  Homer  Mr.  T.  Whitehurst 


Book-Buying  and  Emergency  Committee  : 

Councillor   H.   L.    Browne,    M.D.,  LL.D. 
Alderman  J.  E.  Cox 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  Mr.  H.  Tomblin 

Mr.  T.  Whitehurst 


Librarian  and  Secretary  : 

Guildford  0.  Hodges,  F.L.A. 


Assistants  : 

Miss  M.  A.  Reeves 
Miss  M.  L.  Harris  Miss  E.  M.  Davis 
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Forty-seventh  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  COMMITTEE. 


To  His  JVorship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of 
West  Bromwich. 

Sm  and  Members, 

The  Public  Libraries  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting 
their  Forty-seventh  Annual  Report,  containing  a  summary  of  the 
work  of  the  Libraries  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1921. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  and  continued 
usefulness,  and  the  inhabitants  of  West  Bromwich  may  well  feel 
proud  of  their  new  Public  Library,  for  the  great  advantage  of  having 
a  storehouse  of  learning  and  delight  at  hand,  always  ready  to  be  con- 
sulted, is  being  more  and  more  appreciated. 

One  of  the  chief  objects  which  the  Committee  have  in  view  is 
to  make  the  Public  Library  a  central  bureau  of  information.  A 
perusal  of  the  following  report  will  show  that  this  year's  work  has 
been  eminently  satisfactory. 

The  Library  has  already  played  an  important  part  in  the 
educational,  industrial  and  social  life  of  the  town,  and  the  Committee 
anticipate  it  may  yet  greatly  increase  its  value  to  all  who  use  it.  A 
good  library  is  one  of  the  first  essentials  of  a  civilised  and  pro- 
gressive community. 

Committee. — In  November  last  the  vacancy  on  the  Com- 
mittee caused  by  the  retirement  of  Alderman  A.  G  Turley  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Councillor  W.  T.  Poultney. 


LENDING  DEPARTMENT. 

Issues.— The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  adult 
and  juvenile  sections  for  home  reading  and  study  was  99.804,  the 
daily  average  being  421,  giving  an  increase  of  12,556  volumes  over 
last  year's  figures,  also  an  increase  of  53  on  the  daily  average.  From 
the  statistical  table  given  below,  it  will  be  seen  that  from  1  9U0  con- 
tinual progress  has  been  made  year  by  year,  ending  up  i„  the 
•splendid  record  created  this  year,  this  being  the  first  year  a  daily 


average 
merit. 


of  over  400  has  been  attained  in  this  now  popular  depart- 


Statement  of  Annual  Issues  of  Books  and  Averages  since 

1897-8. 


(For  earlier  years  see  Reports.) 


1  kite. 


Lending 


Department  Average 


Daily 


Date 


'  Lending  Daily 
Department  Average 


.  to  Sep.  1897-8 
1898-9 
„  1899-1900 

1900-  1 

1901-  2 

1902-  3 

1903-  4 

1904-  5 

1905-  6 

1906-  7 

1907-  8 

1908-  9 


49,146 
45,899 
42,034 
49,686 
51,608 
58,179 
57,992 
65,731 
67,942 
66,683 
71,922 
72,693 


207 
189 
176 
209 
215 
241 
242 
274 
284 
303 
298 
307 


Oct.toSep.  1909-10 

1910-  11 

1911-  12 

1912-  13 
„     '  1913-14 

1914-  15 

1915-  16 

1916-  17 

1917-  18 

1918-  19 

1919-  20 
„    1920  21 


69,753 
70,775 
76,807 
73,011 
73,127 
75,85  4 
76,287 
81,352 
84,247 
86,681 
87,248 
99,804 


294 
297 
321 
303 
310 
320 
315 
342 
353 
370 
368 
421 


The  increases  in  issues  were  not  confined  to  any  class,  but  to  all 
classes  of  literature.  Fiction  constitutes  59  per  cent,  of  the  books 
issued  from  the  Lending  Library,  the  same  as  last  year,  but  as 
fiction  is  only  allowed  seven  days  for  reading,  it  is  oft  recorded  at 
the  library,;  all  other  classes  are  allowed  fourteen  days,  therefore 
not  so  often  recorded,  thus  statistics  do  not  give  a  true  idea  of  what 
the  people  are  reading  or  studying. 


Registered  Borrowers.— 2,236  new  cards  were  issued  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  1,764  in  1 920,  making  a  total  of  4,000 
borrowers  who  have  joined  the  Library  during  the  past  two  years. 


Stock-taking".  This  was  done  during  the  lirsi  two  weeks  In 
July,  and  although  91), 804  volumes  were  issued  during  the  year,  no 

loss  was  sustained. 

Infectious  Diseases,  hi  consequence  of  infectious  di  ea  e 
[9  volumes  were  confiscated  by  the  Health  Department  by  special 
arrangement  with  the  Libraries  Committee.  In  these  cases  the 
books  are  not  again  circulated,  but  new  copies  are  purchased,  thus 
ensuring  absolute  freedom  from  risk  in  the  use  of  the  Library. 

NOTE.  New  Rule,  No  24. — Infectious  Disease.  "Any 
borrower  having  a  ease  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  house  must 
return  any  books  borrowed  from  the  Library  to  the  Sanitary 
Department,  where  a  receipt  will  be  given,  this  receipt  releases 
the  boi  rower  and  guarantor  of  all  responsibility." 

Stock. — During  the  year  273  volumes  were  added  to  this 
department,  by  purchase  139,  by  presentation  8,  by  transfer  from 
Subscription  Library  126.  This  department  now  consists  of  13,551 
volumes. 

Condition  of  Books. — Wear  and  tear  is  an  important  point 
at  present,  the  price  of  books  is  still  very  high,  many  books  too 
dirty  for  circulation,  too  valuable  to  discard,  are  awaiting  replace- 
ment by  new  issues  which  are  reported  re-printing 

Every  effort  is  put  forth  to  keep  the  stock  under  constant 
supervision,  and  as  a  result  of  this,  146  have  been  withdrawn,  being 
obsolete,  worn  out,  or  "out  of  print,"  154  have  been  replaced  by  new 
copies,  280  have  been  rebound  and  about  2,000  have  been  repaired 
by  the  Library  Staff  on  the  premises,  the  balance  of  books  on  the 
various  phases  of  literature  has  also  to  be  kept  in  view,  below  is 
given  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  various  classes  : — 


Class  A. 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

624 

j  j 

B 

History,  Travels  and  Biography  ... 

3,027 

)5 

C. 

Law,  Politics,  Education  and  Com- 

merce 

337 

*  » 

D 

Science,  Fine  and  Applied  Art  and 

Natural  History 

1,357 

»J 

E. 

Poetry  and  Drama 

490 

5) 

Gr. 

Prose  Fiction  ... 

5,746 

}> 

H. 

Miscellaneous   Literature,  Essays, 

etc. 

721 

55 

J. 

Juvenile  Literature 

951 

55 

K. 

Music  and  Musical  History 

298 

Total    . . . 

13,551 

Work  with  Scholars. -Continued  progress  is  being  made  in 
this  section,  and  whilst  there  are  only  951  volumes  in  Class  J 
actually,  any  volumes  in  the  other  classes  suitable  for  Juvenile 
Readers  are  cross  catalogued  into  that  section  to  induce  them  to 
vary  their  reading.  The  stock  of  books  in  this  department  requires 
to  be  increased  considerably,  and  also  owing  to  heavy  wear  and  tear, 
volumes  require  replacing  very  quickly.  Volumes  withdrawn  from 
this  section  have  been  given  to  Education  Committee  for  use  in 
some  of  the  Schools  and  some  volumes  have  been  sent  to  the  Boys' 
Industrial  School,  Lichfield. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Committee  are  pleased  to  report  the  continued  progress  of 
this  department.  This  year's  consultations  are  the  highest  since 
1912,  only  twice  being  exceeded  in  1911  and  1912.  When  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  the  whole  of  the  books  in  this  department  are  of 
a  strictly  educative  character,  it  is  particularly  gratifying.  Many 
are  the  testimonies  the  Librarian  has  received  from  real  students  of 
the  value  of  this  branch  of  the  library  work. 

Consultations.- 3,909  volumes  were  consulted.  This  is  an 
increase  of  353  on  the  previous  year.  Below  is  given  a  table  of  the 
consultations  in  this  department  since  the  opening  of  the  new  build- 
ing. These  figures  do  not  include  the  daily  references  made  to 
directories,  gazetteers,  year  books  and  other  publications  numbering 
450  to  which  the  public  have  free  access  in  the  Central  Reading 
Room.  No  record  is  kept  of  these  casual  references,  though  it  must 
be  hundreds  daily. 

Consultations  in  Reference  Library  since  Opening  of 
New  Building  in  1907. 


Date 

Consultations 

Date 

Consultations 

Date 

Consultations 

1906-  7 

1907-  8 

1908-  9 

1909-  10 

1910-  li 

2,708 
3,948 
3,675 
3,876 
4,100 

1911-  12 

1912-  13 

1913-  14 

1914-  15 

1915-  16 

3,940 
3,718 
3,872 
3;756 
2,418 

I 

1916-  17 

1917-  18 

1918-  19 

1919-  20 
1920-21 

2,683 
2,822 
3,425 
3,556 
3,909 

Stock.— During  the  year  41  volumes  were  added  to  the  stock. 
This  department  now  consists  of  4.533  volumes. 


READING  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  persons  frequenting  the  Central  Reading  Rooms 
has  been  exceptionally  huge.  Some  nuisance  has  been  caused  by 
crowds  using  papers  for  sporting  and  betting  news,  and  there  has 
also  been  petty  thefts  of  magazines,  together  with  mutilations  of 
periodicals.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  abate  the  nuisance, 
including  the  offering  of  a  £5  reward  for  information  which  leads  to 
a  conviction  of  the  offender. 

The  Branch  Reading  Rooms  at  Hill  Top,  Greets  Green  and 
Kenrick  Park  are  all  well  used  and  appreciated,  each  has  a  good 
supply  of  books,  papers  and  periodicals. 

MISCELLANEA. 

Donations. — A  valuable  set  of  the  "  Enryclopa'dia  Britannica" 
was  presented  by  Dr  H.  Langley  Browne  to  the  Library  for  use  in 
the  Hill  Top  Reading  Room,  to  whom  the  Committee  have  tendered 
their  cordial  thanks. 

Conclusion  — In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  the 
Committee  feel  that  the  Institution  has  again  maintained  its  useful- 
ness to  residents. 

Readers  in  Reference  Library  and  borrowers  from  Lending 
Library  bear  testimony  to  the  unfailing  courtesy  received  from  the 
Librarian  and  his  staff  to  all  enquiries. 

The  total  stock  of  Books  numbers  19,374,  of  which  13,551  are 
in  Lending  Department;  4,533  in  Reference  Library;  450  in  Central 
Reading  Room ;  and  850  in  the  Branch  Reading  Rooms. 

Statistical  tables,  etc.,  are  again  held  over  this  year  on  account 
of  cost. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 

H.  LANGLEY  BROWNE,  Chairman. 
GUILDFORD  0.  HODGES,  Librarian. 
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Forty =eighth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Public  Libraries  Committee. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of 
West  Bromwich. 

Sir  and  Members 

The  Public.  Libraries  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting 
their  Forty-eighth  Annual  Report,  containing  a  brief  summary 
of  the  work  of  the  Libraries  for  the  year  ending  September  30th, 
1922. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  a  reading  public  will  be  a 
thinking  public,  it  should  therefore  be  the  aim  of  each  Public 
Authority  to  see  that  its  Libraries  are  well  equipped  with  good 
books,  and  people  encouraged  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  them. 

The  period  under  review  has  been  one  of  continual  indus- 
trial depression.  The  assumption  that  prolonged  periods  of 
unemployment  lead  to  increased  reading  by  the  public,  may 
to  some  extent  account  for  the  advance  recorded  in  our  circu 
ration,  but  it  must  also  be  noted  that  our  circulation  has  continued 
to  increase,  year  by  year,  for  a  long  period. 

The  Buildings  have  been  put  to  greater  use  and  all  Depart- 
ments have  returned  totals  well  in  advance  of  any  previous 
year. 

Committee. — Owing  to  the  resignation  of  Dr.  H.  Langley 
Browne,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  32  years, 
and  Chairman  for  19  years,  Mr.  W.  S.  Watts  was  elected  as 
Chairman,  and  Councillor  J.  Wheatley  as  Deputy  Chairman. 
Councillor  J.  G.  Gifford  resigned  in  March,  and  Councillor  T. 
Mercer  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 


The  Committee  desires  to  place  on  record,  its  high  sense  of 
the  services  rendered  by  Dr.  H.  Langlcy  Browne  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  so  long  a  period/  It  trusts  that  in  his 
retirement,  his  health  may  be  re-established,  and  that  he  may  vet 
be  spared  for  many  years. 

LENDING  DEPARTMENT. 

Issues.— The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  adult 
and  juvenile  sections  for  home  reading  and  study  was  109,300, 
the  daily  average  being  459,  giving  an  increase  of" 9,496  volumes 
over  last  year's  figures,  also  an  increase  of  38  in  the  daily  average. 

The  number  of  young  people  who  have  used  our  Libraries 
is  perhaps  the  most  encouraging  feature  of  our  year's  work, 
21,820  volumes  having  been  issued  to  Juveniles,  "this  reading 
covers  all  classes  of  literature. 

The  recreative  element  in  reading  bulks  largely  63,258 
volumes.  Very  much  of  what  is  best  and  most  elevating  in 
English  Literature  takes  the  form  of  fiction,  and,  selecting  this 
with  care  and  discretion,  the  Library  gives  valuable  impulse  in 
the  direction  of  broadening  the  mental  outlook  and  elevating 
the  tastes  and  feeling  of  readers.  Any  estimate  of  the  cultural 
work  of  the  Library  which  omits  the  effects,  more  or  less  uncon- 
scious, of  the  reading  of  the  best  poetical  and  imaginative 
literature,  is  gravely  incomplete  and  inadequate. 


Statement  of  Annual  Issues  of  Books  and  Averages  since 

1898-9. 


(For  earlier  years  see  Reports). 


Date 

Lending 
Departm'nt 

Daily 
Av'rage 

Date 

j  Lending 
Departm'nt 

Daily 
Av'rage 

Oct.  to  Sep.  1898-9 

45,899 

189 

Oct.  to  Sep.  1910-11 

!  70,775 

297 

„  1899-1900 

42,034 

176 

1911-12 

76,807 

321 

1900-1 

49,686 

209 

1912-13 

73,011 

303 

1901-2 

51,608 

215 

1913-14 

73,127 

310 

1902-3 

58,179 

241 

1914-15 

75,854 

320 

1903-4 

57,992 

242 

1915-16 

76,287 

315 

1904-5 

65,731 

274 

1916-17 

81,352 

342 

1905-6 

67,942 

284 

1917-18 

84,247 

353 

1906-7 

66,683 

303 

1918-19 

86,681 

370 

1907-8 

71,922 

298 

1919-20 

87,248 

368 

1908-9 

72,693 

307 

1920-21 

99,804 

421 

1909-10 

69,753 

294 

„  1321-22 

103,300 

459 

Registered  Borrowers.  2,398  new  cards  were  issued  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  2.236  in  1921,  making  a  total  <>f 
4,634  new  borrowers  who  have  joined  the  Library  during  the 
past  two  years. 

Stock-taking.  -The  Animal  Stork-taking  was  earned  out  in 
July,  and  although  109,300  volumes  were  issued  during  the  year, 
no  loss  was  sustained. 

Condition  of  Books.  -  Wear  and  tear  is  a  very  important 
point  at  present,  the  price  of  books  is  still  very  high,  the  quality 
of  the  paper  not  so  good,  many  books  in  the  Library  are  in  a 
very  dirty  condition,  and  new  copies  ought  to  be  purchased, 
a  large  number  are  temporarily  "  out  of  print,"  the  stock  is 
constantly  under  supervision,  a  large  number  are  awaiting  re- 
placement by  new  issues  which  are  reported  reprinting. 

Stock. — During  the  year  196  have  been  withdrawn,  being 
obsolete,  worn  out  or  out  of  print,  146  have  been  replaced  by 
new  copies,  510  have  been  rebound,  and  about  2,000  have  been 
repaired  by  the  Library  Staff  on  the  premises. 

73  new  books  have  been  purchased,  181  volumes  were 
transferred  from  the  Subscription  Library,  3  were  received 
as  gifts,  making  a  total  added  during  the  year  of  257.  This 
Department  now  consists  of  13,612  volumes. 

Below  is  given  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  various 


classes  : — 

Class  A 

Theology  and  Philosophy 

623 

„  B 

History,  Travels  and  Biography... 

3012 

„  c 

Law,  Politics,  Education,  and  Com- 

merce 

341 

„  D 

Science,  Fine  and  Applied  Art,  and 

Natural  History  ... 

1357 

„  E 

Poetry  and  Drama 

492 

„  G 

Prose  Fiction 

5815 

„  H 

Miscellaneous  Literature,  Essays, 

etc. 

712 

»  J 

Juvenile  Literature 

962 

„  K 

Music  and  Musical  History 

298 

Total      ...  13612  volumes 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 


In  this  Department  is  the  important  side  of  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  Library,  the  whole  of  the  books  in  this  section 
are  of  a  strictly  educative  character,  the  aim  here  is  not  a  big 
turnover  every  year,  but  a  big  profit  to  those  who  use  it.  Many 
are  the  testimonies  the  Librarian  and  his  staff  receive  from 
students  of  the  real  worth  of  this  branch  of  the  library  work. 

Consultations. — 4,553  volumes  were  consulted.  This  is 
an  increase  of  644  on  the  previous  year,  and  incidentally  a  record, 
being  the  highest  number  of  volumes  consulted  in  any  one  year! 
The  increasing  use  being  made  of  this  department  is  very  grati- 
fying to  the  Committee  indeed,  and  the  table  below  will  show 
how  the  consultations  have  grown.  These  figures  do  not  in- 
clude the  daily  references  made  to  Directories,  Gazetteers, 
Year  Books,  and  other  publications  numbering  450  to  which 
the  public  have  free  access  in  the  Central  Reading  Room.  No 
record  is  kept  of  these  casual  references,  though  it  must  be  hun- 
dreds daily. 


Consultations  in  Reference  Library  since  Opening  of 
New  Building  in  1907. 


Date 

Consultati'ns 

Date 

Consultati'ns 

Date 

Consultati'ns 

1907-8 

3,948 

1912-13 

3,718 

1917-18 

2,822 

1908-9 

3,675 

1913-14 

3,872 

1918-19 

3,425 

1909-10 

3,876 

1914-15 

3,756 

1919-20 

3,556 

1910-11 

4,100 

1915-16 

2,418 

1920-21 

3,909 

1911-12 

3,940 

1916-17 

2,683 

1921-22 

4,553 

Stock.-  During  the  year  18  volumes  were  added  to  the 
stock.      This  department  now  consists  of  4551  volumes. 

The  total  stock  of  Books  numbers  19,363,  of  which  13,612 
are  in  the  Lending  Library,  4,551  in  Reference  Library,  450  in 
Central  Reading  Room,  and  750  in  the  Branch  Reading  Rooms. 


READING  ROOMS. 

The  Central  and  Branch  Reading  Rooms  at  Hill  Top,  Greets 
( rreen,  and  Kenrick  Lark,  continue  to  be  well  used  and  appreciated 
They  attract  a  large  number  of  readers,  and  account  for  an 
immense  amount  of  reading,  the  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and 
Books  provided  are  all  well  in  demand  at  all  times. 


The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  Central  Reading  Room 
is  over  2,000,  this  is  quite  independent  of  borrowers  using  the 
Libraries  for  hooks. 

MISCELLANEA. 

Cost  of  the  Libraries  to  the  Public.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  the  public  to  know,  that  the  cost  of  the  Public  Libraries  service 
to  each  inhabitant  of  West  Bromwich  for  the  financial  yeai 
ending  March,  1922,  was  one-ninth  of  a  penny  per  week  or  six- 
pence a  year  ;  a  penny  daily  newspaper  costs  sixpence  a  week 
or  52  tunes  as  much  as  this  extensive  service.  For  this  outlay 
each  person  has  at  his  or  her  disposal  :  Lending  Library,  con- 
taining 13,612  volumes,  Reference  Library,  4,551  volumes, 
Central  and  Three  Branch  Reading  Rooms  for  both  adults  and 
juveniles,  with  careful  regard  to  the  requirements  of  each,  in 
books,  magazines,  periodicals,  and  newspapers.  All  these 
resources  are  constantly  increasing.  Mr.  John  Ballinger,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Libraries  Association,  must  have  had  something  of 
this  kind  in  his  mind  when  he  made  the  following  statement 
recently  at  Cardiff,  "  Libraries  give  a  better  return  for  money 
than  any  other  public  utility  service." 

Value  of  a  Library.— Your  library  is  essentially  a  demo- 
cratic institution.  It  records  the  thoughts  of  past  generations 
for  the  use  of  the  present,  and  gives  this  great  service  equally 
to  every  reader.  Established  and  maintained  by  public  funds, 
it  offers  to  all  equal  privileges  under  as  few  restrictive  qualifi- 
cations and  requirements  as  are  consistent  with  efficient  service. 

The  value  of  the  Library  must  be  judged  by  the  influence 
it  exerts  on  the  life  of  the  community,  and  your  Library,  by 
making  what  is  recognised  to  be  an  effective  contribution  to 
this  community  service,  takes  a  high  place  amongst  the  agencies 
in  the  movement  to  make  all  knowledge  a  common  possession 
of  the  people.  It  is  an  endeavour  to  transform  Plato's  vision 
of  a  Republic  of  Letters  into  the  reality  of  the  democracy  of 
learning  for  all. 

Financial. — Your  Committee  are  endeavouring  to  keep 
within  the  amount  of  money  allotted  to  them.  It  does  not  however 
make  provision  for  redecorating  and  repairs,  printing  of  cata- 
logues, or  for  the  provision  of  a  continuous  supply  of  New  Books. 
Our  local  Subscription  Library  materially  helps  us  by  periodic 
gifts  of  books.  Not  to  develop  library  facilities  might  easily 
prove  a  very  false  form  of  economy.  It  is  verv  necessary  that 
the  people  should  have  such  contact  with  books,  as  will  enable 
them  to  form  sound  and  enlightened  opinions  about  the  many 
pressing  problems  that  confront  them. 


Public  Libraries  may  be  one  of  the  most  influential  factors 
in  adult  education. 

Conclusion. — In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  the 
Committee  feel  that  the  Institution  has  again  maintained  its 
usefulness  to  residents. 

Readers  in  Reference  Library,  and  borrowers  from  Lending 
Library,  bear  testimony  to  the  unfailing  courtesy  received  from 
the  Librarian  and  his  staff  to  all  enquiries. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee, 
W.   S.   WATTS,  Chairman, 
GUILDFORD   O.    HODGES,  Librarian. 


